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ALBA

Skipper: Erik Loisel

Type: Dufour 38 Classic

Club: SRF
Fleet: IRC S.R.Fécamp

The Dufour 38 Classic was designed by Olivier Poncin & Yann
Chabaud and built from 1998/99 to around 2006. It is a very nicely
fitted out modern cruising yacht.



APHRODISIAC BRIGHTON MARINA

Skipper: Graham Wolton & Dan Bissell
Type: Aphrodite 101

Club: BMYC

Fleet: IRC

The Aphrodite 101 is a legendary 10-metre Swedish racing/cruising
sailboat designed by Jan Kjaerulff in the 1970s. Famous for its slim
hull, elegant lines, and excellent upwind performance, itis highly
regarded as a fast, stable daysailer and regatta boat.

Aphrodisiac came second in the 2025 Royal Escape Race in IRC2.



ARIEL

Skipper: Bob Braithwaite
Type: Contessa 32

Club: SYC

Fleet: SCCH

The Contessa 32 is an enduring classic, long famed for its windward
performance and captivating sheerline.

Ariel placed second in the SCCH Shorthanded fleet in the 2023
Royal Escape Race, and will compete in this category again in 2026.



AZORA SOLO

Skipper: Stephen Thomas Oﬂ:Sh_Ore ‘ —
racing club & *" sorc

Type: C&C 115
Club: SORC
Fleet: IRC

Azora is a highly competitive 38ft sailboat, frequently taking line
honours and fleet wins in UK offshore and events. Azora was first
over the line and first overall in the 65 mile Channel Race in 2025.

Azora also competed in the 2025 Royal Escape Race, and was the
winner of the shorthanded class in the IRC fleet.



BONKERS SOLO

Skipper: Donald Macdonald OﬁSh_Ore ‘ -
racing club & *" sorc

Type: Salona 38
Club: SORC & Parkstone Yacht Club
Fleet: IRC

Built by AD Boats in Croatia, the Salona 38 design is famous for
being a "driver's boat" that perfectly balances racer-cruiser
requirements.

Donald Macdonald hails from the Parkstone Yacht Club in Poole. He
sailed the aptly named ‘Bonkers’ double-handed to Antigua from
the UK via the Canaries for the RORC Nelson’s Cup Series in 2024.



BOJANGLES

Skipper: Derek Copeman
Type: J105
Club: SYC
Fleet: IRC

Bojangles came third in IRC1 in 2023 and won IRC1 in 2006. This
impressive vessel is skippered by SYC ex-Commodore Derek
Copeman, who has achieved many sailing accolades during his
membership at SYC with BoJangles and his previous vessels,
Aye and Great Kerfuffle.



DEVIL’S
ADVOCATE

Skipper: Dave Ramus
Type: Beneteau First 455
Club: SYC

Fleet: IRC

Devil’s Advocate is a regular racer at SYC. This 45 foot beast is
hard to miss when viewing the fleet from the beach!

The Devil was the winner of the IRC Family Trophy in both 2009
and 2011 Royal Escapes and more recently, finished third in IRC1
in the 2025 Race.



DUENDE BRIGHTON MARINA
| gy,

Skipper: Peter Waring -~
Type: Dehler 34

Club: BMYC

Fleet: IRC

The Dehler 34 is a renowned 34-foot performance cruiser designed
to balance speed for racing with comfort for cruising.



ENDEAVOUR

Skipper: Richard Mason

SUSSEX
YACHT
CLUB

Type: Beneteau Oceanis 38.1

Club: SYC

Fleet: SCCH

The Beneteau Oceanis 38 is a highly flexible, award-winning
sailboat designed for cruising. It is renowned for its "flexiboat"
concept, allowing it to be configured as a Daysailer, Weekender,
or Cruiser,



FEAR

Skipper: Jazz Turner
Type: Albin Vega
Club: BMYC

Fleet: SCCH

Project FEAR (Face Everything And Rise) is a record-breaking
sailing initiative led by Jazz Turner, a parathlete and engineer
from Seaford, East Sussex. In June 2025, Jazz became the first
female wheelchair user to complete a solo, non-stop, and
unassisted circumnavigation of the UK and Ireland. Jazz sails an
adapted Albin Vega, with wind generators, solar panels, and a
cockpit system that allows her to control everything from a seated
position.

Following the success of the UK trip, her next challenge to
become the first disabled female to sail solo around the world.
The Royal Escape Race is honoured and excited to have her as a
competitor in 2026.



FLAWLESS J BRIGHTON MARINA
gy,

Skipper: Neil Angel -~
Type: J105

Club: BMYC

Fleet: IRC

Designed by Rod Johnstone and introduced in 1991, this 34.5-foot
monohull was the first production boat to feature a retractable
bowsprit for an asymmetric spinnaker. Itis popular for both one-
design racing and shorthanded cruising due to its simple handling.

Flawless J won the 2023 Royal Escape Race in IRC1, and came
second in IRC1 in the 2025 Race.



GUILLEMOT

Skipper: Spencer Neal
Type: Cornish Shrimper 19
Club: SYC

Fleet: SCCH

Guillemotis the smallest boat participating in the 2026 Royal
Escape Race.

The Cornish Shrimper 19 is a popular, traditionally-styled gaff-rigged
cruiser. Spencer will be competing in the Shorthanded Class in the
2026 RER.



HEGATSIA

Skipper: Henri Fromont

Type: Jeanneau Sunfast 3200

Club: SRF
Fleet: IRC S.R.Fécamp

The Sun Fast 3200 is a highly successful French racer-cruiser
sailboat designed by Daniel Andrieu and built by Jeanneau.
Launched in 2008 and produced until 2019, it was specifically
engineered for short-handed offshore racing.

Hegatsia will be undertaking a Maiden channel crossing in the 2026
Royal Escape Race.



ISABEL

Skipper: Aiden Tucket
Type: Heard 28

Club: SYC

Fleet: SCCH

The Heard 28 is a highly
regarded, heavy-displacement classic yacht. Based on the
traditional lines of a gaff-rigged Falmouth Working Boat, these 28-
foot cutters are known for being strong, seaworthy, and surprisingly
fast

Isabel is a familiar fixture in the local Sussex racing circuit and
completed her maiden channel crossing in the Royal Escape Race
in 2023.



JAB JAB

Skipper: Clive Wilding
Type: J105

Club: BMYC

Fleet: IRC

Jab Jabis a regular participant in BMYC club fixtures, taking home
trophies at the Spring Prizegiving. The 34.5ft yacht also raced in the
Junior Offshore Group (JOG) series, and the Island Sailing Club’s
Round the Island Race.



JESTER

Skipper: Chris Morton
Type: )88
Club: SORC

Fleet: IRC

This year, the Solo Offshore Racing Club (SORC) are including
the Royal Escape Race as part of their offshore race series.

Chris Morton is SORC'’s offshore series race director. He is a
SORC regular and is keen on attracting and training new recruits.



JONGLEUR

Skipper: Richard Cooper
Type: )88

Club: SYC

Fleet: IRC

Jongleur is a regular participator in SYC club races and regattas
and has acquired a respectable number of club trophies over the
last couple of seasons.

Jongleur’s skipper Rich Cooper is active in encouraging new
sailors to get aboard club yachts and out on the water.



KARABISTOUILLE3

Skipper: Jean-Pascal Livet
Type: MAXI 1000
Club: SRF

Fleet: SCCH

The Maxi 1000 is a well-regarded, fast family cruiser known for its
excellent cabin comfort and easy sail handling. Karabistouille 3 is
a regular participant in recent Royal Escapes, competing in all
three of the post-Covid Races. The yacht has previously been
sailed shorthanded for the RER, and placed third in SCCH
Shorthanded Class in 2023. In 2026 the crew is competing for the
SCCH Family Trophy - to be eligible, a crew must consist of a
least 3 members of the same family, from at least 2 generations.



KRATOS

Skipper: Lionel Hartley
Type: Beneteau First 40
Club: SHYC

Fleet: IRC

The Beneteau First 40 is a highly successful 40-foot production
cruiser-racer designed by Farr Yacht Design. Lionel competes in
club racing at Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club in Eastbourne.



KARSHA

Skipper: Professor Christopher
O’Neil

SUSSEX
YACHT
CLUB

Type: Seamaster 925
Club: SYC
Fleet: IRC

The Seamaster 925 was designed by Holman & Pye in 1972.
Although an older design, this boat was ahead of its time in many
ways. Itis a 28-foot fin-keel masthead sloop sailboat, designed for
cruising and racing.

Karsha won the 2023 Royal Escape Race, taking first place in the
SCCH2 Fleet, and SCCH Overall.



LITTLE BLUE

Skipper: Tim Worsfield
Type: Dufour 34P
Club: SYC

Fleet: IRC

Tim & Jenny Worsfield and their Dufour 34P Little Blue are a
competitive sailing team, and regular contenders in SYC’s pursuit,
coastal and IRC racing events.

Little Blue’s last outing in the Royal Escape Race was in the high
winds of 2023, when she came an impressive 3™ in the IRC Fleet,
and also took 3" overall in SYC’s IRC Offshore Series that year.



MANIC

Skipper: Margaret Telford
Type: Dehler 35

Club: RYA/SHBHA

Fleet: SCCH

Margaret Telford and Manic feature prominently in past results
tables for the Royal Escape Race, as a multiple recipient of the
SCCH line honours trophy and Marabu Ladies Challenge Cup,
dating back to 2011. Margeret also won the Marabu Cup in 2009 in
her previous vessel Bluejay.

More recently, Manic competed in the 2024 and 2025 Royal Escape
Races, taking SCCH line honoursin 2025.



MUSTIGO I

Skipper: Stephen Scholefield
Type: J111

Club: SORC, RORC

Fleet: IRC

The J111 is a high performance 36 foot (11.1 metre) one-design J
Boat. Introduced in 2010, it has established itself globally as a
premier "big-boat" class, optimized for both fully crewed one-design
regattas and short-handed offshore racing.

Stephen Scholefield regularly tests Mustingo Il in demanding solo
events, including the SORC Offshore Series 2025 where he achieved
line honours in the Weymouth-to-Solent passage.



OVERLORD

Skipper: Colin Rawlings

Type: Abeking & Rasmussen
58ft Sloop

Club: Offshore Cruising
Club

Fleet: IRC

The sloop OVERLORD was builtin 1936 as a training vessel for the
German military. Seized by the British in 1945 as a prize after World
War Il. She was used by the Royal Army Service Corps (Sapper Yacht
Club) from 1946 to 1955 before being bought by Tony Venables.
Venables formed the Overlord Sailing Club, which later became part
of the Offshore Cruising Club (OCC), which still operates her today.
She remains an active, well-regarded classic yacht known for her
speed and comfortable handlingin high winds.

Overlord was the winner of the Royal Escape Race in 2010, in the
IRC2 fleet.



POPPY

Skipper: Alan Salvidge

N

SHYC

EASTBOURNE

Type: Contessa 32
Club: SHYC

Fleet: SCCH

Winner of the 2025 Royal Escape
Race inthe SCCH class, Poppy is
back to defend the title.

The 2025 race was a family affair for Poppy. The crew included at
least three family members from at least two generations, and the
boat was the winner of the SCCH Family Trophy, ‘The Editor’s
Scroll’.



PYXIS

Skipper: Kristeen
Donaldson

Type: X332
Club: SORC

Fleet: IRC

Pyxis is a well-known, successful X-Yachts X-332 sailboat,
campaigned in racing circuits by Kirsteen Donaldson, notably
winning classes in RORC and offshore solo series events.

Kristeen is Treasurer and Committee Member at SORC. She also
serves as race officer when not racing Pyxis.



RAGING BULL

Skipper: Tim Tolcher

SUSSEX
YACHT
CLUB

Type: J99

Club: SYC
Fleet: IRC

The J99 is a versatile 32ft offshore speedster that targets the
double-handed racing circuit.

Tim had regatta success this year in his J80 Alba August, coming
third in IRC2 in the Sussex Regatta.



ROSETTA

Skipper: Peter Davidson
Type: Hanse 311

Club: SYC

Fleet: SCCH

The Hanse 311 is a fast, fun cruiser designed by Judel/Vrolijk, a
very popular and easy-to-handle yacht.

Rosetta had a successful 2025 season at SYC, taking a number
of trophies in the IRC Handicap Class, including the Long Inshore
Series Overall.

Rosetta competed in the very light winds 2024 RER, coming 7" in
the Opted Motor Sailor Fleet. Then in 2025 took third place in the
SCCH fleet.



SALAMANDER SOLO

Skipper: Juan Moreno Of'fSh_Ol’e ‘ e
racing club & *" sorc

Type: Sigma 33

Club: SORC

Fleet: IRC

Juan Moreno is a competitive solo offshore sailor. In 2025 he
came first in SORC’s Round the Isle of Wight Race in IRC2.



SAPHENA

Skipper: George Evans
Type: Beneteau Oceanis 38

Club: SHYC

Fleet: SCCH

Saphena won the 2024 Royal Escape Race in the Opted Motor Sailor
category, and came third in the SCCH1 fleet in 2023, also winning
the Beneteau Cup that same year, being the highest finishing
Beneteau boatin the race.



SILVER FOX

Skipper: Paul Dupret
Type: Jeanneau Sun Odyssey
33i

Club: BMYC

Fleet: IRC

Paul Dupret is the President of Brighton Marina Yacht Club
(BMYC). He is an active sailor in their club races and regattas, in
his yacht Silver Fox, a Jeanneau Sun Odyssey which combines
blue-water capability with cruising comfort.

Silver Fox competed in the 2024 and 2025 Royal Escape Races,
in the IRC2 Fleet, and is no stranger to channel crossings, being
a regular participant in BMYC’s Dieppe Dash.



SCORPIO

Skipper: Joseph Burke
Type: Hanse 342
Club: BMYC

Fleet: IRC

Scorpio is skippered by BMYC’s Rear Commodore of Cruising,
Joseph Burke, the enthusiastic organiser of the club’s busy
cruising schedule.

The Hanse 342 has a reputation for being a well-balanced and
responsive performance cruising yacht, and was rated by
Yachting Monthly as top boat in the 30-35 foot length at the
Southampton Boat Show.



TRICKSTER

Skipper: Kevin Headon
Type: Sigma 33

Club: SYC

Fleet: IRC

Kevin Headon, ex-Commodore of SYC became the proud owner
of this Sigma 33 in 2022. Kevin is a long time club member with
experience in both dinghy and keelboat sailing, and he has
overseen a range of training courses as RYA Training Principal at
SYC.

Trickster was the winner of IRC2 in the 2025 and 2024 Royal
Escape Races and took second place in the IRC2 fleet in 2023.



UPSTART

Skipper: Robin Stevenson
Type: J92

Club: SYC

Fleet: IRC

Upstart is a J92 racer-cruiser sailboat notably campaigned by
SYC’s Commodore, Robin Stevenson. It is recognized as a high-
performance, easy-to-handle boat capable of winning in tough
conditions.

Upstart is an active boat in regular SYC club racing, and has
participated in multiple Royal Escape Races, coming 2nd in the
IRC fleet in 2024 and 4th in 2023.



/EBEDEE

Skipper: Miles Mayall
Type: Hanse 342
Club: SYC

Fleet: SCCH

A regular racer in SYC club events, Miles and Zebedee came
second in the SCCH1 fleet in the 2023 Royal Escape Race, can
they go one better this year?



